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formidable, though unconscious, enemies, not only of the
Japanese Empire, but also of all the countries with which
she has relations, either commercial or political, The " soul
of Japan " has been able to inspire the people to deeds which
have been the wonder and admiration of the world. Prob-
ably its most difficult task is to conquer that aggressive
selfishness which is too often the result of the materialism
of Western civilisation, and which is embodied in militarism
and the equally heartless commercialism which are its
greatest curses. Unless it accomplishes this task it will fail
in its mission. These two evils are the root causes not only
of almost all the grave social problems which confront
modern society in the West, but also of the international
difficulties which lead to war and all its attendant evils.